GLADSTONE                        3!
Gladstone learned to dominate the chamber as
he learned later to dominate the constituencies.
On June ayth, 1850, took place the famous de-
bate on Don Pacifico (it was the last occasion on
which Peel addressed the House), when Palmer-
ston was attacked for having sent British ships of
war to the Piraeus as a protest against the refusal
of Greece to compensate excessively Don Pacifico
(a Maltese Jew and British subject) for losses suf-
fered during a riot in Athens. Palmerston tri-
umphed in a speech lasting " from the dusk of one
day till the dawn of the next,"1 but, when the
noise was over, Gladstone had enlisted the sym-
pathy of all decent people. The whole speech
was a protest against Palmerston's habit of bully-
ing the weak and truckling to the strong, and can
be read to-day with perfect satisfaction. But one
passage is a particularly good specimen of that
elaborate irony which stood Gladstone in place of
the more obvious wit:
" But, Sir, without resorting to a single hostile
testimony the papers presented to me on the part
of M. Pacifico contain in my judgment too many
presumptions of the same kind. And though his
being a Jew is not a reason for debarring him of
3ny of his just rights, yet neither is it a reason for
exempting him from enquiry to which other per-
sons would be subjected, irrespectively of their
creed, unda: similar circumstances. Now I ask
the question whether anyone in this House has
* This is the famous ** Civis ronuuius suHtJ* speech*